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against the Conservatives. The great fiscal change which
determined leadership might have then achieved, under a
safe roof, was postponed for twenty-six years until grim
necessity and dire poverty enjoined it ; and the Conserva-
tive leaders seemed almost to be inviting the British people
to throw away one of the greatest chances they ever had.
Finally, in December 1905, Mr. Balfour at last resigned, and
Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman formed an administration,
preparatory to an appeal to the electorate.
Yet as a result of Unionist policy the name of Great
Britain stood high in the world. The problems of South
Africa, which might be called a direct legacy from Mr.
Gladstone, had been solved. Ireland, as a Liberal Chief
Secretary was to acknowledge, was in a more contented and
prosperous condition than she had been for centuries. Eng-
land had ensured her position in the world by friendship
with France and alliance with Japan ; on the latter the Con-
servatives placed especial value. Indeed, it was said that the
Japanese alliance, initiated in 1902, falling to be renewed in
1905, was the real reason of Mr. Balfour's retention of office.
As Carson said at Maidstone on the day after Mr. Balfour's
resignation, " I do not recollect in my lifetime when the
name of England stood as high abroad. The Unionist Gov-
ernment have laid down their office when they may well
be proud of their achievement. Never has England been
counted as a friend and an ally as she is at the present time.
Yet, when the Unionist Government came into power, Eng-
and was scoffed at for her betrayal of Gordon, and despised
for the surrender of Majuba Hill."
During all the discords over the fiscal controversy, Carson
had been unhesitatingly in favour of Mr. Joseph Chamber-
lain, so long as his support did not involve a personal choice
between him and Balfour. Chamberlain's son, Austen,
came once to canvass him. " Are you for my father ? " he
said. " Yes," said Carson, " and if I wasn't I should long to
be." For Joseph Chamberlain had become a great hero to
Edward Carson : in his considered judgment Chamberlain
was the finest man whom he ever met in political life.
" I loved and revered Arthur Balfour," he said to me,